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SUBJECT: LAND OWNERSHIP OF TURKISH CYPRIOT COMMUNITY 
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1. ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWING FEB 12 MAKARIOS-DENKTASH MEETING 
THAT LAND OWNERSHIP WOULD BE ONE OF CRITERIA USED TO DISCUSS 
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TERRITORY IN FUTURE CYPRUS NEGOTIATIONS (REF A) HAS 
RESUSCITATED IN LACLA PRESS GREEK CYPRIOT CLAIM THAT 
TURK CYPRIOTS OWN 12.3 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL AREA OF 
CYPRUS. USE OF THIS FIGURE APPEARS TO DATE FROM 
PUBLICATION OF THE PAPER "WHOSE IS WHAT?: THE 
TRUE FACTS OF LAND OWNERSHIP IN CYPRUS" IN SEPTEMBER 
1974 BY THE GOC LANDS AND SURVEYS DEPARTMENT. 
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2. ASKED ABOUT THESE GREEK CYPRIOT CLAIMS BY 
TURKISH JOURNALISTS FEB 16, DENKTASH ASSERTED THAT 
TURKISH CYPRIOT PROPERTY RIGHTS TO 32.8 PERCENT OF 
THE LAND WERE OUT IN THE OPEN AND THAT "WE ARE IN A 
POSITION TO DEFEND THEM." HE ALSO LAID CLIAM TO HALF 

OF THE STATE-OWNED LAND, WHICH BOTH SIDES AGREE TOTALS 
ROUGHLY 27 PERCENT OF THE ISLAND. IN BLUNT MANNER 
NOT LIKELY TO CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVED POLITICAL ATMOSPHERICS 
HERE FOLLOWING RECENT MAKARIOS-DENKTASH MEETING, DENK- 
TASH SAID THAT GREEK PROPAGANDA ATTEMPTS (TO SHOW THAT 
TURKS OWN ONLY 12.3 PERCENT) DEMONSTRATE THAT MANY 
DIFFICULTIES LIE AHEAD IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT 
"GREEK CYPRIOTS ARE TRYING TO CONSOLE THEMSELVES AND 
DECEIVE THE WORLD WITH LIES." CHIDING GREEKS FOR 
INFLATING NUMBER OF REFUGEES IN ORDER TO GAIN 
ADDITIONAL INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE, DENKTASH SAID 
THAT "FAKE STATISTICS WILL SOLVE NOTHING" AND THAT 
PROBLEM IN ANY CASE WOULD BE SOLVED BY "FACTS BEYOND 
STATISTICS." 

3. COPIES OF LANDS AND SURVEYS PAPER (PARA 1) ARE 
BEING SENT TO ATHENS. ANKARA AND EUR/SE. 

CRAWFORD 
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